
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Wednesday, October 7, 2015  

 
Minutes 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman Michael Fasulo called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Council 
Chambers, 75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Chairman Michael J. Fasulo, Commissioners Robert E. Galati, Albert A. Natelli, Jr. 
and Peter J. Romano, Jr.; Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay, Assistant Superintendent of 
Parks Michael S. Manware 
Excused:  Vice Chairman Michael T. DeFeo 
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner Natelli made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Romano, to accept the 
Minutes of the September 3, 2015 meeting as submitted.  Motion carried. 
 
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS:  None. 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS: None. 
 
DIRECTOR OF RECREATION REPORT:  
Mr. Lapreay said most of the fall programs are underway.  Registration is consistent with past 
years.  There have been no cancellations of programs due to insufficient registration. Youth 
Basketball and Youth Wrestling registration is open now.  Basketball has a new website with 
online registration.  There are about 450 right now and will probably have 800-1000 this year.  
Wrestling is consistent also with about 100 signed up. 
 
Bus trips have been selected.  A list was in the packet for the board’s interest.  There are a couple 
of new trips and some favorites.  In response to a question, Mr. Lapreay said it is not our call to 
cancel any of the trips – the tour company does that.  We have no minimum number of seats to 
fill.  We are guaranteed a stop in Southington no matter how many are signed up from town.  As 
mentioned previously, all of the trips have not been as busy as in past years. 
 
Mr. Lapreay said that DEEP is conducting a night-electro sampling of the fish population at 
Crescent Lake tonight.  He coordinated with the Police Department.  It will tell what types and 
numbers of fish there are.  They can make recommendations to us on whether to stock the lake 
and with what types of fish.  They did this last year and things were good.  It is a free service of 
the State DEEP.  They had stopped doing it when we were charging but now we are back on 
track.  It is not catch and release and there is no charge for permits. 
 
Bread for Life gave out 30 to 40 lunches a day at Memorial Park.  They had originally wanted to 
do it as part of the camp program but we asked them to be in the parking lot.  They had a good 
turnout.  Now they are considering doing a similar program at Recreation Park (not involved 
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with the camp). 
 
Mr. Lapreay attended the National Recreation and Park Conference in September.  It was a 
three-day conference and they had many educational sessions; it was interesting.  Everyone in 
the country is trying to improve programs.  There are lots of things he learned of new 
programs/facility opportunities but everything takes money.  We are consistent with many other 
towns.  There are some towns of about 30,000 who have three recreational facilities and have a 
staff of 20 to 30 full time people.   
 
Outstanding Service Award.  We missed doing this last year for some reason.  Mr. Lapreay 
nominated Jerry Limmer for this year’s award.  He has been the Music on the Green coordinator 
since its inception 22 years ago.  He has also been involved in other programs such as the Kid’s 
Series, middle school dances and holiday events.  He asked if the board had anyone else they 
wished to nominate or if they agreed with the selection.  Everyone agreed to select Jerry Limmer 
for the award. 
 
Leagues.  Mr. Lapreay has heard back from them on the request for their tax returns.  He 
received one so far.  Most are in the midst of switching over their boards.  He would like to get at 
least the tax returns quickly to help in starting the budget.  He will ask again prior to the next 
meeting. 
 
Members may have seen flyers that the Southington Valley Midget Football is having a “mud 
run” at Rec Park.  He wanted to assure the board that it is not an actual mud run and they will not 
be ruining the park. It will be obstacles, tires, etc. for the kids to run around. 
 
When the new boards are turned over, we should get information on who is using what parks, 
what teams, where they are stationed out of, etc.  There is a lot of demand for 90 ft. fields for 
baseball.  We may need to talk about rental fees again.  It can be a simple policy.  Chairman 
asked everyone to take a look at what Dave sent out so it can be discussed at another meeting. 
 
Commissioner Romano made some remarks about travel baseball and the requests for fields.  It 
is getting bigger and bigger and is not going away.  He believes it may be becoming burdensome 
for Dave trying to find fields for everyone.  He talked about the idea that the town may want to 
have an organized travel team.  It could be a feeder program for the high school.  Wallingford 
does it.  It would have to be not for profit.  It is a long term idea and something to think about. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Natelli, seconded by Commissioner Galati, to accept the 
report of the Director of Recreation.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS REPORT: 
Mr. Manware asked if anyone had a chance to see the Rochambeau Eagle Scout project on 
Marion Avenue.  Mr. Manware met with James Brino last week; the project is complete.  He did 
a fantastic job.  Chairman said he would make a comment about it to the Council. 
 
A good portion of latter September was getting ready for the Apple Harvest Festival.   
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Mr. Manware gave an update on the Memorial Park pool house.  The three bids received were all 
over budget.  We are working with the lowest bidder for some value engineering to cut some 
costs from the project.  The environmentals are complete.  There were some areas of asbestos 
that were removed.  Everything is good to go now.  We may have to do it in phases.  A 
recommendation will be made to the Town Council next week. 
 
The SVMFL did quite a bit of work on the field; it looks good.  Temporary lights are working for 
them.  We helped with irrigation, some seeding in the pack and installed a drain pipe that was 
missing from the building.  They put in a new walkway with pavers.  Mr. Lapreay added that the 
new scoreboard was installed. 
 
Two individuals from the department went for a one-day flagman certification through the 
University of Connecticut.  With the amount of time on the road, especially in winter, it is 
needed.   
 
The usual fall plantings were done including mums, cabbage and kale.  They seem to last longer 
and provide color.  Some lights and safety tree pruning was also done.  Mr. Manware announced 
that he is now the Tree Warden in town. 
 
He commented that a couple of work trailers are in bad shape and need attention.  It is something 
to pursue in the future for a new trailer. 
 
He had a complaint about a board splintering on the linear trail.  It is part of the newer section of 
trail.  Some boards had to be replaced on the bridge. 
 
Repairs at the Dog Park were done.  The parking lot needs constant maintenance.  A couple of 
days were spent weed whacking on the school access walks before they get handed over.  Pools 
are closed and winterization is in progress. 
 
Commissioner Galati commented on how nice the Town Green always looks, especially 
considering how much use it gets.  The grass always looks great.  Mr. Manware thanked him and 
will share the comments with the crew. 
 
Question arose about whether there are bocce courts at Rec Park.  They are in bad shape and 
haven’t been used; they would need some work.  Suggestion was made that it could be an Eagle 
Scout project.  Mr. Manware said a better location would be in the front grove area where people 
have parties. 
 
Commissioner Romano made a motion to approve the report of the Assistant Superintendent of 
Parks, seconded by Commissioner Natelli.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
REPORT ON PARKS:  Safe Routes to School.  Mr. Lapreay said the new school access walk 
from Crest Road through Memorial Park will begin construction now.  The contractor will secure 
the area near the football field for safety during construction.  It should be finished by winter.  
Commissioner Romano said this is a State program; they want more kids to walk to school.  He 
has received numerous calls from parents about it. 
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OLD BUSINESS:  
1.  Rental Fees.  Chairman asked everyone to look at the information provided by Mr. Lapreay a 
while ago.  It can be discussed at the next meeting.  We can also talk about a more formal policy 
for rental of the pavilion and advertising on the marquee. 
2.  Subsidies.  Chairman will send out information on the subsidies for the leagues to try to come 
up with the best possible allocation for everyone.  It will be discussed at the next meeting. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  None. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, motion was made to adjourn the meeting 
by Commissioner Natelli, seconded by Commissioner Galati and carried unanimously.  Meeting 
adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


